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Scope:
The Task and Finish Group decided that a strategic approach to shaping the next Peterborough Housing 
Strategy and understanding the remit of a Housing Strategy would be needed to understand where 
change could be implemented to improve the outcomes for the residents of Peterborough.

Process:
The initial process was to understand and identify the pressure points on housing in Peterborough.
The Task and Finish Group members received information and advice from the supporting officers to 
inform the group’s understanding of where the Housing Strategy can impact upon the pressures, with a 
view to formulating a broad consensus on possible solutions and investigating these solutions.
Our aim was to create a set of solutions that are deliverable within the frame work of the next Housing 
Strategy while ensuring at all times we maintain a strategic approach.

Overview:
The Task and Finish Group concluded that there are two main areas of housing pressure for people in 
Peterborough. Firstly, there are not enough new homes being built across all sectors and types of 
housing; Secondly, there should be more opportunity for people to manage their own environment and   
access information and support from the  council  to enable them to maintain and improve the standard 
of their home.

 In response to these issues we recommend that the council creates new financing models enabling the 
council and social landlords to build more housing and importantly to build relationships with private 
sector developers and create partnerships. We want to ensure the Housing Strategy and Local Plan set 
clear priorities and a statement of intent to deliver significantly more housing. We recommend that the 
Housing Strategy reinforces the need to provide new housing which meets a wide range of supported 
and specialist housing needs. This will provide a clear indication to funding bodies that the delivery of 
this type of housing is a priority and will also provide a clear direction to housing providers about the 
types of accommodation which are considered to be in demand. 

To give residents more control over their environment we recommend that the Housing Strategy 
provides a new local connections policy which will be applied on Rural Exception Sites and which will 
prioritise the allocation of all rented homes on these sites to households who currently live in or have a 
strong local connection to the locality. We also recommend that the council produces a “Charter of 
Housing Standards” so that residents can understand what standards they can expect in terms of 
housing conditions. Whether a social rented home, privately rented house, owner occupier or a 
developer there should be clear and transparent standards that can be implemented by residents 
themselves where appropriate, or enforced by the council where necessary.

 
Recommendations for the Priorities of the next Housing Strategy

To deliver new financial tools to enable the delivery of new homes

(a) The council to finance and build new homes to meet specific needs and create a revenue stream.
(b) The council to help finance more building of affordable rented housing by supporting housing 

associations with access to finance
(c) The council to partner with private housing development companies to deliver finance and 

therefore influence with the aim of improving delivery timeframes.
(d) The new Housing Strategy could monitor the target for new homes in the existing Local Plan and 

ultimately the new Local Plan once that has been examined by the Planning Inspectorate and 
adopted by the council.

To support a local delivery model -
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(e) The Housing Strategy to reinforce the need to provide new housing which meets a wide range of 
supported and specialist housing needs. This will provide a clear indication to funding bodies that 
the delivery of this type of housing is a priority and will also provide a clear direction to housing 
providers about the types of accommodation which are considered to be in demand.

(f) The Housing Strategy to provide a new local connections policy which will be applied on Rural 
Exception Sites and which will prioritise the allocation of all rented homes on these sites to 
households who currently live in or have a strong local connection to the locality.

Performance: To ensure the strategy has transparent targets and enforcement-

(g) A charter of minimum standards to be created and published enabling residents of Peterborough 
to clearly understand and self-enforce these minimum standards.

(h) Performance review of the housing strategy including easily accessible regular reporting.

Further considerations from the Task and Finish Group

1. The working group would ask that the following is noted and considered. 
The Housing Strategy does not set housing targets it is the preserve solely of the Local Plan. 
However as part of the process of reviewing the Housing Strategy the Working Group has 
defined what they believe are the housing needs of Peterborough both as an overall number of 
new housing over the next 5 years but also the type of housing.

(a) 12,000 new homes need to be built in the City over the next 5 years
(b) A breakdown of the requirements defined by the working group

i/ Affordable Rent Housing 40%
ii/ Affordable to Buy Housing   35%
iii/ Health Housing             8%
iv/ Executive Housing             12%
v/ Prestige Housing              5%
Affordable Rent Housing – this is property to rent at prescribed affordable rents
Affordable to buy – property from £0 - £180k
Health Housing – Pensioner, Disabled & Care etc.
Executive- property from £180k - £300k
Prestige – property from £300k upwards
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